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Red Star Over Seoul: North Korean Plans for the Conquest of South Korea 

By Nevin Gussack 

A textbook case of actual war planning and occupational policies occurred during the 
Korean War (1950-1953). Information gleaned before and after the Korean War also indicated 
Soviet and Chinese-backed North Korea developed elaborate war planning and political 
subversion strategies whose intentions was the collapse and subjugation of South Korea. The 
North Koreans were initially successful in their invasion and occupation of the South in 1950. 
They were encouraged by Secretary of State Dean Acheson’s remarks in a January 1950 speech 
that excluded South Korea from the “ defensive perimeter” of US military protection. 1 Stalin 
already assisted the massive military build-up of the North Korean Armed Forces (also known as 
the Korean People’s Army) after the Japanese defeat in Asia in September 1 945. It is not entirely 
inconceivable to conclude that the Soviets and North Koreans were encouraged by this implicit 
omission of South Korea from the protective umbrella of the US military. 

Plans for the communist conquest and occupation of South Korea commenced soon after 
the end of World War II in the Pacific theater in September 1945. The Korean Peninsula also had 
a strategic position that was geographically close to Japan. Ultimately, the prize for the Soviet - 
Chinese-North Korean bloc was always Japan. Japan had a large manufacturing base that was 
slowly rebuilding, a US military presence, and an anti-American core that was first nurtured 
under the rule of the Japanese militarist-fascists in the 1930s and early 1940s. Such an anti- 
American element in communist and extreme nationalist politics in Japan could have potentially 
served Soviet, Chinese, and North Korean ambitions for the ultimate conquest of Japan. This was 
confirmed by Richard Nixon, who recalled a conversation with the former covert American 
Communist and NKVD spy Whittaker Chambers, who stated that “ What we must realize is that 
for the communists the war is not about Korea but about Japan. ” 2 Japanese POWs were to be 
utilized to assist in the communist conquest of China and then Japan. In 1949, 60,000 to 70,000 
ex-imperial Japanese field grade officers and soldiers joined Mao’s communists after being 
captured by the Soviets and their subsequent indoctrination by Moscow. Other Japanese soldiers 
joined the ‘‘international legion ” that fought on behalf of Mao Tse-tung in China. It consisted of 
Russians, Japanese, and Koreans. These Japanese were reportedly refused repatriation by Mao 
until ‘‘the revolution in China and Japan is complete. ” Reports also indicated that some of these 
former Japanese soldiers and officers were specially trained by the Soviets and Chinese to 
become diplomats who would later serve in Japan. 3 

U.S. Army intelligence officials knew that North Korea, China, and the USSR compiled 
serious plans to attack Japan and Taiwan by air and submarine. The plan was for 500,000 Soviet 
troops to attack northern Japan, 500,000 North Korean soldiers to invade central Japan and 1 
million Chinese troops to invade southern Japan and Taiwan. These forces were to be aided by 
native collaborationist forces of the Japanese Communist Party Youth Action Corps. 4 
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A secret Chinese Communist Party document revealed that Mao wanted to communize 
Japan in three stages through political warfare and internal demoralization. This document was 
publicized by the Taiwanese press in 1972. According to the contents of this document, China 
would establish diplomatic relations with Japan, engage in plots to “split the Japanese political 
parties” and establish a “ democratic coalition ” which would then replace the Japanese 
government with a “ People ’s Republic of Japan. ” Once diplomatic relations were established 
between Beijing and Tokyo, the Chinese Reds would infdtrate “ 2,000 special agents to work 
under the direction of the projected Chinese Communist embassy in Tokyo and will provide them 
with tremendous funds that will be used for political activities. ..The third target is to convict the 
Emperor of Japan as War Criminal No. 1, establish a complete Communist regime in Japan and 
completely disband all Japanese political parties. ” 

The document also noted that “ Once a Chinese Communist embassy is opened in Tokyo 
to cajole the Japanese people to accept without dissent whatever happens. ..Since rightist groups 
have been weakened by the trend toward compromise with the Chinese Communists, they will 
gradually become powerless. This will enable the Chinese Communists to carry out their plan to 
poison the minds of the Japanese people by sponsoring cultural, educational and sports 
activities ...To use Japanese mass media as a tool for subversion. Mao Tse-tung once said: 
‘Subversion should first make public opinion to sway the psychological reactions of the people. ’ 
In doing this, the Chinese Communists are trying hard to strengthen their control over some of 
the leading Japanese newspapers ...the Chinese Communist elements in Japan should try to 
expand their infiltration to magazines, especially weeklies... The Chinese Communists have never 
taken moral principles into consideration in their subversive work. They are using so-called ‘sex 
liberation ’ to destroy the minds of the Japanese people, especially the youths. They promote in 
every possible way sexual excitement in movies, television programs, music and other show 
business. ” The Chinese Communists would then topple the existing Japanese government by 
buying “the support of some members of the Diet (Parliament) and use them to organize a so- 
called coalition government... A majority of members of the Diet is able to elect the prime 
minister of their choice. If the Chinese Communists control the majority, a Peiping-chosen 
Japanese prime minister will be elected. Toward this end, the Chinese Communists have decided 
to split the ruling Liberal-Democratic Party first, then the other political parties. ” 5 

After the allegedly “ reformist ” Deng Xiaoping progressively achieved power in China by 
the late 1970s, the secret plans for the conquest or subversion of Japan continued. Internal 
Chinese documents still portrayed Japan as an enemy nation. In 1980, China issued a secret 
report that characterized Japan as a country governed by a “ constitutional monarchy and 
controlled by a despotic, monopolistic bourgeoisie. LDP intended to promote friendly ties with 
Peking and resist the Soviet Union ’s moves in the Par East, but that the LDP did not have the 
courage to confront the Soviets to the bitter end. Tanaka ’s cabinet was highly regarded for 
giving top priority to normalization of Japan -China diplomatic ties. Premiers Fukuda, Miki and 
Sato were not appreciated very much because they had appeased the Soviet Union. The report 
had some regard for the Japan Socialist Party’s efforts to promote Tokyo -Peking relations, but 
also noted the JSP’s aim to maintain close contacts with Moscow. The Komeito Party received 
high evaluation on close ties with China, but was termed petit bourgeois. The report drew 
attention to the Democratic Socialist Party ’s South Korean connections. The Peking authorities 
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